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From switchgear to integrated solutions 
 

Since 1961, the Löhne switches and sensors provider has been operating under the name of 

steute Schaltgeräte GmbH & Co. KG. Digital transformation has resulted in its products 

becoming more intelligent, the performance of its wireless system more efficient, and its 

integration options more comprehensive. This in turn has led to a much broader range of 

products and services, including systemic solutions. To reflect this development, the company 

has decided, with effect from this Autumn, to change its name to: steute Technologies GmbH 

& Co. KG. 

 

 
steute Managing Director Marc Stanesby: "We are no longer just a manufacturer of switchgear, but a provider of 

integrated solutions within the Internet of Things environment. This is reflected in our new company name: steute 

Technologies." 

 

Ever since it was founded, steute has 

continually grown. Last year it achieved a 

turnover of €45 million, corresponding to 

an increase of 12% over 2016. For the 

industrial areas served by the company's 

business units Extreme, Automation and 

Wireless, long-standing Managing Director 

Marc Stanesby reports an increase in 
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turnover of 10-20%. He explained that the 

strongest impulses for this increase came 

from Europe, including Germany. "Our 

subsidiaries in China and Brazil have also 

developed well, meaning that we have been 

able to increase our turnover in both of 

these countries. However, this success is 

mainly due to a stronger presence in the 

marketplace." For 2018, Stanesby expects 

a growth in double figures for the steute 

turnover worldwide. 

 

Intralogistcs – driving digitalization 

steute develops and produces safe 

switching devices and sensors for use in 

complex applications. In addition to the 

three business units mentioned above, this 

also includes its fourth unit, Meditec. The 

range of steute applications ranges from 

human-machine interfaces for laser 

surgery to emergency pull wire switches 

for mining to position switches for 

industrial automation. The last few years 

have seen the field of (intra)logistics 

becoming increasingly important. "This 

branch of industry is currently under great 

pressure. Digitalisation has come at just 

the right time to provide suitable answers", 

Mr. Stanesby said. The conclusion he draws 

for his own company is as follows: "We 

need to develop our classic switchgear 

further towards systemic solutions. This 

means that our devices must, on the one 

hand, provide more information, for 

example about their status, and, on the 

other hand, be able to communicate with a 

central control unit." Stanesby therefore 

believes it important to follow this trend 

and bring the steute product range into line 

with solutions for the Internet of Things 

(IoT). In concrete terms this means: "We 

are giving our products more intrinsic 

intelligence and integrating them into 

enterprise resource planning (ERP) 

systems." The wireless network 

constitutes a key element in this respect. 

 

Industry-compatible wireless network 

The steute wireless network is called 

"sWave.NET". It comprises wireless 

sensors or wireless switches which 

transmit their signals to access points 

distributed within the application 

environment. Each access point can 

receive signals from approx. 100 wireless 

switches, depending on capacity utilisation. 

The wireless network is configured via a 

web server. For rapid configuration without 

the need for expertise, the user interface 

has been equipped with various pre-

settings. A low-energy wireless protocol on 

the SRD MHz waveband is used. "We 

have been actively developing wireless 

applications for around 12 years now. Over 

this period we have continually adapted our 

wireless system to the high industrial 

standards", Mr. Stanesby explained. He 

names availability as one of the essential 

requirements in this context, as well as 

reliability and coexistence with other 

wireless systems. "In addition, safety-

related wireless systems must transmit 

signals within milliseconds. Every year we 

have improved our wireless system to meet 

these high standards, so that today we are 

able to provide optimal and extremely 

stable, industry-compatible solutions", he 

continued. Asked to what extent new 

technologies, for example Narrowband IoT, 

are under consideration, he explained: 

"The standard low-power wireless 

solutions available in the marketplace 

alongside our industrial-compatible 

solutions are not suitable for critical and 

complex industrial applications. For this 

reason they are not an option in our eyes." 
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As the two crucial advantages of the steute 

solution he names the quality of the 

wireless network and the highly efficient, 

yet still affordable sensor technology. 
 

A bridge between sensors and ERP system 

During the transition to system provider, 

software gains hugely in significance. 

"What is important now is to build a bridge 

between our intelligent sensors and ERP 

systems", Stanesby emphasised, clarifying: 

"The Internet of Things (IoT) means the 

intelligent networking of information. For a 

company like ours, it is hardly possible to 

master all the necessary disciplines 

ourselves. For this reason, we are 

cooperating now and in the future with 

other companies in one or two areas, for 

example software development. 

Cooperations are also in place with 

research institutes, polytechnics and 

universities." In this context Stanesby is not 

ruling out the possibility of takeovers 

sometime in the future, but is not prepared 

to make any concrete statements at this 

juncture. 

 

 
Especially developed for logistics requirements: the 

RF RWNET wireless tilting sensor 

 

Innovations for the Logimat 

At the Logimat in March, the experts gave 

an insight into the further development of 

their wireless network, presenting a new 

wireless tilting sensor, as well as the 

middleware "sWave.NET Sensor Bridge". 

"With our newly developed wireless tilting 

sensor we have fulfilled the wish of our 

customers for network-compatible 

switching devices in E-Kanban racks", the 

company boss told us. To date, 

"sWave.NET" wireless switches in use 

include postion switches and light sensors. 

"Our new RF RWNET detects whether, for 

example, a small parts container is 

occupying the roller conveyor of a Kanban 

rack. Via the access points it sends a 

corresponding signal to the superordinate 

control unit", Stanesby explained. He 

stressed the device's special actuator: an 

overdimensioned rocker. An integrated 

non-contact position sensor detects its 

position. The angle of inclination and the 

switching hysteresis required to trigger the 

signal can both be adjusted using the 

"sWave.NET" software. "A predestined 

application area for these wireless tilting 

sensors, which are easy to fix using a 

tension clip, is occupancy detection in rack 

systems: when the last container is 

removed, the sensor sends a signal to the 

wireless receiver and requests 

replenishment", said Stanesby. 

Alternatively, staggered signals ("traffic 

lights") can be sent. Several wireless 

sensors behind each other in a row detect 

the removal of the third-last, second-last 

and last containers. With the 

"sWave.NETSensor Bridge", also 

presented at the LogiMAT for the first time, 

the gap has been closed between materials 

logistics in factories and the integrated 

world of digital services. Thanks to its 

universal connectivity it can be integrated 

in any production environment. It is 

available as a pure software solution or in 
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combination with a gateway. "As a central 

communication interface, our sensor 

bridge processes all information received 

by remote control via the access points 

from the sensors and then passes them on 

to registered applications. It functions as a 

quasi translator between protocols, as well 

as an administrative level", Stanesby 

explained. An API (application interface) is 

available for the development of new 

applications. 

 

Reflecting the new orientation in the 

company name 

The two innovations at the Logimat give a 

good idea of the abovementioned transition 

into a new systemic world of steute. It is no 

longer the switching devices themselves 

which are the focus, but integrated overall 

solutions. Now the company would like to 

see this new orientation reflected in its 

company name. Stanesby: "In the second 

half of 2018, we will be changing our 

previous name steute Schaltgeräte GmbH 

& Co. KG into steute Technologies GmbH & 

Co. KG." In this process the current 

business units Wireless, Automation, 

Extreme and Meditec will be kept and 

additional ones, for example Building 

Automation, potentially added. But nothing 

is definite yet. Overall, the Managing 

Director is convinced that the digitalisation 

trend is affecting all branches of industry. 

Besides logistics, for steute digitalisation 

affects medical equipment, as well as 

industry in general. He names one example 

which fits the epithet "The Internet of 

Medical Equipment": "Integration is also 

high on the agenda in the OR. Here we are 

working on integrated systems within an 

operating theatre so that surgeons can 

operate several devices using one central 

user interface." 

 
The "sWave.NET" sensor bridge connects the 

wireless infrastructure with superordinate services 

and applications 

 

Forecast 

 

In the company the fields of electronics and 

software development are to be further 

expanded in the future. Stanesby believes it 

important to take the employees with him 

on this transformation process. With a view 

to further technological development he 

states that the wireless systems in the next 

few years will increase further in efficiency 

and become increasingly attractive in price. 

"It is our task to develop intelligent 

industrial solutions", says the guiding force 

behind the firm. Overall he is proud to have 

opened up many applications in diverse 

fields over the long years of development 

work. "It is now our goal to enter further 

branches and applications with our broad 

focus. Here we want to position ourselves 
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for our customers as partners with true IoT 

solutions, including consultancy services", 

he stated. He concludes with a reference to 

the Hanover Fair. "Here we are providing 

visitors with an insight into our 

"sWave.NET" wireless network using a 

model. With VR glasses visitors will have 

the chance to dive into a virtual factory and 

experience steute wireless systems for 

themselves. Our new solutions will also be 

presented. It is definitely worth a visit." 

 

Hall  16, Booth A04 

___________________________________ 

This interview was conducted by Inge Hübner
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